PATENTS AS CAPITAL
Call for papers

We invite contributions to the workshop “Patents as
Capital,” which forms the 2nd workshop of the ERCfunded project PASSIM (Patents as Scientific
Information, 1895-2020), in collaboration with The
International Society for the History and Theory of
Intellectual Property (ISHTIP).

Dates: 8-10 September 2020
Venue: Nobel Museum, Stockholm, SWEDEN
Call closes: 14 February 2020
Proposal format: 500 Word proposal/200 Word bio
Submit to: 2020workshop@passim.se

Patents are regarded as central techniques and indicators of value in the 'knowledge economy' by linking
immaterial knowledge to capital. In intellectual property scholarship, particularly that approaches law
as economics or as a regulatory tool, patents are commonly studied as means of commercial and economic
strategies. But this focus leaves out the other ways in which patents act as both instruments and
representations of diverse
kinds of capital:
intellectual,
cultural,
scientific
and
financial
capital(s). The concrete processes by which patents are implicated in and give rise to various practices of
capitalisation and valuation remain relatively underexplored. Rather than equating patent with value, or
presuming that patents generate intellectual capital, this workshop aims to examine and delineate the
workings of patents as capital in their multiple manifestations: as personal privilege, scientific credit, cultural
symbol, instrument of credibility and as financial proxies. These are only examples of the queries that we
would like to discuss. We welcome cross-disciplinary and interdisciplinary contributions
that problematise and analyse the promises and failings of patents as capital and that study the role of
patents in such capitalisation processes.
We will give preference to unpublished papers that seek substantive feedback from participants of the
workshop. PASSIM will cover the travel and accommodation cost of the selected participants.
Any questions can be directed to the organizers of the workshop:
Björn Hammarfelt (bjorn.hammarfelt@hb.se)
Gustav Källstrand (gustav.kallstrand@nobelcenter.se)
Hyo Yoon Kang (h.y.kang@kent.ac.uk)

___________________________________________________________________________
PASSIM is a five-year (2017-2022) project funded by an ERC Advanced Investigator Grant (741095) to Professor Eva
Hemmungs Wirtén, Linköping University, Sweden, PASSIM focuses on the “openness” aspect of patents, considering
their role as technoscientific documents in the history of information and intellectual property. For more information
on the project and the team, send us an e-mail: contact@passim.se, follow us on twitter @passimproject or visit our
website www.passim.se.

