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Out of doors mobility is an
important part of living well with
dementia  (Bantry White &
Montgomery, 2015).

e? Poor topographical memory leads
T]‘ to poor navigation and increased
risk of getting lost (McShane et dl,

1998). Therefore, people living
with dementia are at risk of
becoming lost even in familiar
environments (Rowe & Bennett,
2003).

/A The individual may or may not feel
k/ like they are lost.

Purple

THE UNIVERSITY
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Despite their elevated risk, the o0
majority of people with dementia M=
who go missing are found safe

and well. Concern about missing

leads to preventative measures.

High complex cases have a high
mortality and morbidity rate,
place a high burden on police and N
search teams, and results in

immense stress for families and
individuals themselves.

In Scotland, 2% (538) of @
investigations involved someone n
with dementia (Police Scotland,

Missing Persons Annual Report

2017/2018).
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From 1 March 2020 to 1 March 2021 in SCOTLAND

Total number of people missing with a diagnosis of Dementia - 488
Female 150/ Male 338

Living at home - 306

Average amount of time missing - 7.72 hours

Average age is 67.2 years

Source: Police Scotland National Missing Persons Unit Database
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Adults who go missing

Pecple, Inchuding those with dementia, can and do go missing from communites
across Scotland. Work in local authority areas to respond to this ssue vary
cepending on the local crcumstances, but all agencies engaged focus on locat
those who have gone missing The response 109§ msssngngperson is oetetmmeo?y Commimant §: Government 10 ensure that risks of harm are highlighted in o
the available information — or in some cases the lack of information. There are Felovant buiing and guidence.

particular groups who may be at higher risk of going missing, including children and
young pecple in care and adults with demeanta.

NATIONAL MISSING PERSONS FRAMEWORX FOR SCOTLAND

There is aready a wide range Of existing relevant guidance and ¥aining for
professonais, o both & national and oca level Recant rational sirtegies and
guidance flor exampie, Scotiand’s Demenlia Sralegy 201720 and the Nasonad

Police Scotland have developed and piloted protocols, with partners, for three high- Guadance for O Pectecion Parve mMace B relevant Bnks 10 Goang missing

risk groups, ncluding adults who go messing from care homes In Scoland. The pilots Through this Framework, the Scotish Gowernment will onsure hat, where relevant
began in 2015 in three Police Scotland divisions with the aims of safeguarding and missing people are sccouNiad Kor I hture NStonsl siratagies 870 approaches
preventing people at risk of going missing, and of activating the appropriate : 2

response when they do go mssing to ensure they are found safe and well The Scomnh Govermnment will 0ndurs A Swireneds rasing About the ks of gong

missng Is Inciuded Id slevant national gucance

COMMITMENT 16: We will consider the upcoming recommendations of Police
Scotland Missing Persons report for the dementia client group
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GEOGRAPHIES OF MISSING PEOPLE

Understanding
Planning
Responding

PROCESSES, EXPERIENCES, RESPONSES
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General information

Full name of the person

Known as / preferred name

Current telephone number

Date of birth and place of birth

Language/s spoken (please list)

Marks / scars / tattoos

Has the person been missing before?
If yes, please provide further details, such
as, when and where they were found.

Ethnic group

WHITE
Scottah/Welsh/English/Northern Irish/British
Arsh
CGypsy or Irsh Traveller
Acwy other White background
Please indicote here:

MIXED/MULTIPLE ETHNIC GROUPS
LIWhite and Black Caribbean

LIWhite and Black African

CIwWhite and Asian

LIAny other Mixed/ muitiple ethnic background
Fease indicate here:

ASIAN or ASIAN BRITISH

BLACK/AFRICAN/CARIBBEAN/BLACK BRITISH

_Indian ClAfrican, African Scottish or African Beitish
Pakivtan JCarbean, Caribbean Scottish or Caritbesn Britinh
—Bangladeshi ClBlack, Black Scottish or Black British
Chinese ClAny other
Acwy other Asian Background Mease indicote here,
Please indicote here:
description
Heght & weight, bulld
Hair colour
Wig/hair piece Yes/No/Details
Wears glasses Yes/No/Details
Facial hair Yes/No/Details

Medical information in<l. GP details

Has a dementia diagnosis or has memory
problems

Yes/No/Details

Any mental health issues e.g. anxiety,
depression

Yes/No/Details

Other health issues e.g. Diabetes etc

Yes/No/Details

Has a disability

Yes/No/Details
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Rase an alert People in your care

f % w ¥ | f 158 o' 9 \ | . 9 | J 7
Talh v Prolile B ICK D
oz M Daample . In your Core
) " Als o ws Los
lnw Ner WissSingG
M

$ SOMeong missng? PMease check the :
steps below before creating an alert £.3 W Example .
Preferred name: M Exarmple ke Aler
L]

79 Have you phoned 999

. ‘ Jorment A is ot riak + Add a person with dementia
Have you checked the immedalte ap -
pht \Lay Organise return discussion
o 3 Rve soMm ove

o Sep 8th 16:32
What happened:
Went messng from his house. | he often goes to

» bockies
n Stay calm and raise an dern the bockie

Weight: 10st Sbs Last seen woarning:

24 hour Freephone Dementia Helpline

About;
Mr Example is jst a0 example 10 show you how
0 read alort looks kko

v"ib‘e mm: m SO - sacin e
A tattoo on his right arm

Places of interest:

VEBA Nundan
.
———

— TmCook eptember (
1 his phone st home

1. Create Profile 2. Phone 999, 3. The Community 4. After the missing
for a Person with then raise a within 20 miles incident, organise a
Dementia Purple Alert radius gets notified Return Discussion



g N POLICE = Purple
r 0N YAlzheimer !é\f‘.'.’{{ )’, SCOTLAND & gf%%IIJNI\II?)I[\I/EéSHITY Alert

SCOthI‘Id Keeping people safe

PIN Lookivw] out ]lor you
Action on Dementia POILEAS ALBA

AlzScot.org/PurpleAlert

Heat map Found by
showing ;", Police Scotland

concentration of
/ Found by

Purple Alert users
accross Scotland.

Purple Alert
32
Purple Alerts
since 2017 "—[ Found by
launch® member
4 of the public
Deceased

\ Returned home

*Latest statistics 06/04/20
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Comfort and reassure carer and
Person Living With Dementia

Debrief

Advise on preventing other
missing episodes
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Safe

Walking

Dementia Advisors/
Alzheimer Scotland
Services

Families affected
by dementia

oo

w POLICE
SCOTLAND

National Missing
Person Database
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New Features Development and Research Study

Measuring impact of Return Discussions:

Repeat incidents

Use of Purple Alert and Herbert Protocol
Quantitative and Qualitative data
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