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High complex cases have a high 
mortality and morbidity rate, 
place a high burden on police and 
search teams, and results in 
immense stress for families and 
individuals themselves.

Poor topographical memory leads 
to poor navigation and increased 
risk of getting lost (McShane et al., 
1998). Therefore, people living 
with dementia are at risk of 
becoming lost even in familiar 
environments (Rowe & Bennett, 
2003).

The individual may or may not feel
like they are lost.

Out of doors mobility is an
important part of living well with
dementia (Bantry White &
Montgomery, 2015).

In Scotland, 2% (538) of 
investigations involved someone 
with dementia (Police Scotland, 
Missing Persons Annual Report 
2017/2018).

Despite their elevated risk, the 
majority of people with dementia 
who go missing are found safe 
and well. Concern about missing 
leads to preventative measures.
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From 1 March 2020 to 1 March 2021 in SCOTLAND

Total number of people missing with a diagnosis of Dementia - 488

Female 150/ Male 338

Living at home  - 306

Average amount of time missing - 7.72 hours

Average age is 67.2 years

Source: Police Scotland National Missing Persons Unit Database
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1. Create Profile
for a Person with
Dementia

2. Phone 999,
then raise a 
Purple Alert

3. The Community 
within 20 miles
radius gets notified

4. After the missing
incident, organise a
Return Discussion
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Return Discussions

Comfort and reassure carer and 
Person Living With Dementia

Debrief

Advise on preventing other 
missing episodes
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Dementia Advisors/
Alzheimer Scotland 
Services

Families affected 
by dementia 

Safe
Walking
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New Features Development and Research Study

Measuring impact of Return Discussions:

Repeat incidents
Use of Purple Alert and Herbert Protocol
Quantitative and Qualitative data
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