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Beyond Health and Social Sciences

Urban planning and design

Police and first response services

Technology and smart cities

Human rights and legal frameworks



A multi-pronged approach

Low and high 
technology 

devices

Age-friendly 
communities

Building 
capacity 

(Awareness, knowledge, 
skills)



Main Findings and Implications

Example of potential items
1. I believe the device meets my individual and changing needs

2. Guidance is available to help me choose the device

3. The device allows two-way communication

4. I trust that my information will only be shared with individuals I  choose

5. I believe the device is comfortable (e.g., light, good size)

6. I believe the device is culturally, socially and gender appropriate

7. I believe the device is affordable

8. I believe the device can be easily integrated within my daily lifestyle

9. I believe the device increases my independence and safety

10. I believe/ I plan to use this device frequently

Usability tool for locator devices
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Age-friendly communities
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Community Alert Systems
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Rapid Response Working Group
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Return Home Interviews

Academic and 
grey literature 

review

Interviews with 
police and service 

providers

Develop 
preliminary 

practice guide

• An interview with the person or care partner after a missing 
incident to connect the person with supports to reduce 
repeat incidents. 



Main Findings and Implications

Collection of data on persons living with 
dementia who go missing

• What is in a number? “60% of persons living with dementia 
will wander” 

• Need a national strategy for the collection of data on 
missing incidents involving persons living with dementia

• Phase I: Identify approaches to data collection and describe 
the foreseeable challenges associated with developing a 
national strategy



• Multiple realities thus multi-faceted approaches 
involving diverse stakeholders needed

Main Findings and Implications

What have we learned?

Public policy

Community

Organization

Interpersonal

Individual
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