
PASSIM special event: Kathy Bowrey @Tema Q, 

Norrköping, June 16. 

We are delighted to have Kathy Bowrey visit Tema Q as a special guest on behalf of PASSIM. 

Dr Kathy Bowrey is a Professor at the Faculty of Law, UNSW, Sydney. She is a legal historian and 

socio-legal researcher whose research explores laws and practices that inform knowledge creation 

and the production, distribution and reception of technology and culture. Her primary expertise 

relates to intellectual property, information technology regulation, regulatory theory, media 

practice, business history, feminist scholarship and a concern for Indigenous rights.  

 

Thursday June 16 

13:15-15:30 Tema Q and PASSIM Seminar featuring Kathy Bowrey: “David Unaipon as inventor: 
Decolonising stories of innovation and patent.” (Tvärsnittet and Zoom) 

About the seminar: David Unaipon descendant Kym Kropinyeri lived with his uncle David Unaipon, an 
Aboriginal man described as the Australian Leonardo De Vinci and featured on the $50 note. Mr Kropinyeri 
approached Professor Bowrey with doubts and questions about standard accounts of the inventor’s life and 
in particular, about his much celebrated 1909 shearing patent. Why did Unaipon fail to benefit from this 
patent or indeed from any of his other numerous inventions? The family understood that the shearing 
invention was taken by Cooper Engineering/Sunbeam without recompense.  

This research was based upon a Research Fellowship at the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, Australia 
and as a Visiting Scholar at the State Library of New South Wales. It draws upon archival material about 
mechanical sheep-shearing, Cooper Engineering and patent office files, moving from a conventional 
account of technological innovation that link the story of stand-alone objects to exceptional individuals, to 
better connect Unaipon’s invention to Aboriginal accounts of survival and opportunity. 

 

Welcome! 

 
Kathy Bowrey website: https://www.unsw.edu.au/staff/kathy-bowrey 

PASSIM website: https://liu.se/en/research/passim 
Twitter: @PASSIMproject 

Questions? Contact Mattis.Karlsson@liu.se 

https://www.unsw.edu.au/staff/kathy-bowrey
https://liu.se/en/research/passim

