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Magnitude of violence against children
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• Sexual abuse – 18 million children

• Physical abuse – 44 million 
children 

• Emotional abuse – 55 million 
children 5

• Physical neglect – 31 million 
children 

• Emotional neglect – 35 million 
children 
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• Death cause registry 

• Routine data submission from Ministries of Health/National Statistical 
Authorities

• Interpersonal violence 

• X85-Y09, Y871

• Fatal outcomes

• Non fatal outcomes (opportunity not yet realized)

• Supplemented with S&T codes (dual codes)
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Data sources for Interpersonal Violence



Physical abuse
Sexual abuse
Domestic violence
Parental separation
Emotional neglect
Physical neglect

Depressed/suicidal

Alcohol problem
Incarcerated
Street drug user

Poverty
Discrimination
Poor housing
Local Violence
Lack of Opportunity

Adverse Childhood
Experience

Adverse Community 
Environments

Parental death

Bullied
Homelessness

Displacement



Albania
41.0%

FYR 
Macedonia

19.6%

Romania
23.4%

Latvia
16.2%

Lithuania
12.9%

Turkey
14.6%

Russian 
Federation

12.8%

Montenegro
6.9%

Physical 
Abuse 
18.6% 
Average

How many people suffered ACEs 0-18 years old?
European Survey of students 18-25 years old (n=10,696)

Bull World Health Organ 2014;92:641–655B; Bellis et al, 2014, 2016, 2018, Scottish Government, 2020 

ACE include:

Physical abuse

Sexual abuse

Domestic violence

Parental separation

Emotional neglect

Physical neglect

Household member:

Depressed/suicidal

Alcohol problem

Incarcerated

Street drug user

England

15%

6%

13%

24%

12%

10%

4%

4%

Wales

16%

7%

17%

25%

5%

4%

18%

13%

4%

6%

Scotland

28%

7%

24%

23%

19%

16%

3%

5%

E. Europe

18.6%

7.5%

14.6%

14.1%

11.8%

10.0%

16.4%

5.3%

2.6%

East Europe 53% suffered at least one ACE,   7% 4+ ACEs
England 48% suffered at least one ACE,   9% 4+ 
ACEs
Wales   50% suffered at least one ACE, 14% 4+ 
ACEs
Scotland* 71% suffered at least one ACE, 15% 4+ ACEs
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HUMAN CAPITAL MODEL- assign a monetary value to loss of health 
calculated as reduced or lost economic productivity.

25% 34%
18% 6%

28% 28%
11% 12% 8% 19%

alcohol

illicit drug use

sm
oking

obesity

A
nxiety

D
epression

Cancer

Cardiovasc

D
iabetes

Respiratory
$Billions
Per year

Fraction 
attributable to 

A
CEs

The Costs of ACEs across Europe
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Lancet, Public Health, Bellis, Hughes, Ford, Rodriguez, Sethi, Passmore, 2019

ACEs explain only a proportion of these conditions
But that equates to ACE Attributable $581 Billion/Year



Population GDP per capita, ACE-attributable ACE-attributable Equivalent 
(millions)* USD, 2019 DALYs (thousands) costs (USD billion) % of GDP 

Albania 2·9 $5352·9 79·7 $0·4 2·8% 
Belgium 11·5 $46 116·7 162·6 $7·5 1·4% 
Czech Republic 10·7 $23 101·8 246·5 $5·7 2·3% 
Denmark 5·8 $59 822·1 136·0 $8·1 2·3% 
Finland 5·5 $48 685·9 225·2 $11·0 4·1% 
France 67·1 $40 493·9 939·4 $38·0 1·4% 
Germany 83·1 $46 258·9 2796·6 $129·4 3·4% 
Greece 10·7 $19 582·5 123·8 $2·4 1·2% 
Hungary 9·8 $16 475·7 239·1 $3·9 2·4% 
Ireland 4·9 $78 661·0 97·8 $7·7 2·0% 
Italy 60·3 $33 189·6 916·2 $30·4 1·5% 
Latvia 1·9 $17 836·4 105·0 $1·9 5·5% 
Lithuania 2·8 $19 455·5 93·0 $1·8 3·3% 
Moldova 2·7 $4498·5 107·6 $0·5 4·0% 
Montenegro 0·6 $8832·0 13·0 $0·1 2·1% 
Netherlands 17·3 $52 447·8 536·2 $28·1 3·1% 
North 
Macedonia 

2·1 $6093·1 31·6 $0·2 1·5% 

Norway 5·3 $75 419·6 145·7 $11·0 2·7% 
Poland 38·0 $15 595·2 941·5 $14·7 2·5% 
Romania 19·4 $12 919·5 660·5 $8·5 3·4% 
Russia 144·4 $11 585·0 4312·4 $50·0 2·9% 
Serbia 6·9 $7402·4 191·9 $1·4 2·8% 
Spain 47·1 $29 613·7 565·9 $16·8 1·2% 
Sweden 10·3 $51 610·1 117·9 $6·1 1·1% 
Switzerland 8·6 $81 993·7 250·5 $20·5 2·9% 
Turkey 83·4 $9042·5 926·5 $8·4 1·1% 
Ukraine 44·4 $3659·0 2538·9 $9·3 6·0% 
UK 66·8 $42 300·3 1858·7 $78·6 2·8% 

Findings should not be assumed as comparable between countries and are affected by the characteristics of 
contributing studies (appendix p 2). ACE=adverse childhood experience. DALY=disability-adjusted life-year. 
GDP=gross domestic product (current US$). *2019 figures for total population according to World Bank data.  

 
Table 7: Total annual ACE-attributable DALYs and costs calculated for each country (2021) 

 

Cost of not preventing ACE

• 1.1% GDP – Turkey 

• 6% GDP – Ukraine (increase exponentially post conflict)

• Germany – USD 129 billion



29 European Countries



Domestic 
Violence

Verbal Abuse

Physical 
Abuse

Alcohol 
Abuse Incarceration

Drug Use

Mental Health

Separation

Early Action Together Programme, Wales

Trauma Informed Approaches

Sexual abuse

!Waiting for issues to reach a 
certain specialist threshold?

Non-specialist 
health, education 
and criminal 
justice agencies 
training on 
dealing with 
trauma
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Global Status 
Report on 
Preventing 
Violence 
Against 

Children 2025
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Support for parenting
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A tipping point?



Thank you

For more information, please contact:
Jonathon Passmore
Regional Advisor – Violence and Injury Prevention
passmorej@who.int


