
 

 

 PATENT FUTURES: A 
HISTORY 

 
“Patent Futures: A History,” is the fourth and final 
workshop of the ERC-funded project “Patents as 
Scientific Information, 1895-2020,” 
(www.passim.se) in collaboration with The 
International Society for the History and Theory of 
Intellectual Property (ISHTIP www.ishtip.org). 
 

Dates:  April 26-28, 2023.  
Venue: Mundaneum, Mons, Belgium. 

Call closes: November 15, 2022. 
Proposal format: 500 Word proposal/200 Word bio. 

Submit to: 2023workshop@passim.se  
 
Co-founded by the two Belgian lawyers Paul Otlet 
(1868-1944) and Henri LaFontaine (1854-1943), 

Mundaneum http://www.mundaneum.org, has played a crucial role for PASSIM, both in terms of 
its structure and design, but also because it was here the project was first conceived. As PASSIM 
draws to a close, we return to “the scene of the crime” for a workshop on the past, present, and 
future of patents.  

Patents tend to be associated with progress, modernity, and future usefulness. At the same time, we 
know that they are profoundly contextual, situated in specific historical eras and traditions. Time and 
various temporalities therefore occupy crucial points of departure when researching the history of 
patents. We now invite Ph.D. candidates or recent Ph.D.’s (degree awarded no earlier than during 
2022) to submit proposals on topics that include but are not limited to: questions of memory and 
regimes of remembrance in the patent system; legal temporality in general, especially in relation to 
the construction of value and capital; efficiency and speed as elements of bureaucratic time inside the 
Patent Office. In line with Otlet and LaFontaine’s Mundaneum legacy and their visionary work on 
knowledge circulation, we also invite contributions that focus on the visualization of patents and 
knowledge in general. Finally, we encourage submissions that consider the various formats and 
temporalities of patent records and/or engage critically with the archives and sources of 
interdisciplinary patent scholarship.  

PASSIM will cover the travel and accommodation cost of the selected participants. Come and meet 
the entire PASSIM team and our special invitees: David Pretel, Assistant Professor of History and 
Economic Institutions, Autonomous University of Madrid; Katarina Nordqvist, Associate Professor 
and Head of Section, Swedish Ministry of Education and Research. Follow us on @passimproject as 
we announce more invited commentators! 
Any questions can be directed to the organizers of the workshop:  
Jesper Alkarp jesper.alkarp@liu.se   
Isabelle Strömstedt isabelle.stromstedt@liu.se  
Johan Larson Lindal johan.larson.lindal@liu.se   
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
PASSIM is funded by an ERC Advanced Investigator Grant (741095) to Professor Eva Hemmungs Wirtén, 
Linköping University, Sweden, and runs between 2017-2023. PASSIM focuses on the “openness” aspect of 
patents, considering their role as technoscientific documents in the history of information and intellectual 
property. For more information on the project and the team, send us an e-mail: contact@passim.se, follow us 
on twitter @passimproject or visit our website www.passim.se. 


